Special City Council Minutes
June 22, 2026

Minutes of Special Meeting of the City Council, at City Hall.
Petersburg, Illinois

I. CALL TO ORDER & PRELIMINARY MATTERS

Mayor Rick Snyder called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.

Members present were Mayor Snyder, Aldermen Bruce Gorman, Rick
Sonnemaker, Neil Conklin and Andrew Gain. Aldermen Megan Loberg-
Simmering and Mike Allison were unavailable. Also, there were present
Treasurer Melissa Riley, City Auditor Mike Feriozzi and City Clerk
John Ramage.

II. MEETING PURPOSE

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss how to fund a new sewer
plant for the city, with construction to start in approximately two
years.

Current Accounts/Financial Items & Situations:

-The sewer fund FY 2025 Net Operating Income is approximately $203K,
-Water/Sewer Account: The combined total is approximately
$1,765,000. (as of 3/30/26),

-The loan for the Water Treatment Plant (WTP) will be repaid in
Sept. 2026, freeing up $308K,

-Costs for the new wastewater treatment could run as much as $15M,
with a 30-year, low interest loan, however, the city would be
eligible for ‘principal forgiveness’ for potentially $5M, leaving a
$10M debt.

-During the 6/16 council meeting, Attorney Brokaw, observed that the
city had established a combined waterworks system and sewerage system
to be maintained and operated together as a combined waterworks and
sewerage system. This allows more flexibility in the use of revenues
of one system towards the expenses of the other. Attorney Brokaw
recommended obtaining approval from the City Auditor and Treasurer.

-With the above resources in play the city would still need to come
up with $29,000 per year for 1loan repayment. This amount is
manageable for the city.

The mayor spoke with the Dept of Community Reinvestment and maybe
the city can get a grant for the new sewer plant. There is going to
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be another meeting on 6/23/26 to get more information.

Auditor Mike Feriozzi was asked if he saw any issues with the plan
to use both water and sewer funds to make payments for a new WWTP.
His response was that he didn’t see any problems with it.

Mayor and the council members agreed to establish a water/sewer
committee - Brad Hermes, Bruce Gorman, Rick Sonnemaker and Neil
Conklin, with Neil being the chairman.

A motion made by Alderman Gorman seconded by Alderman Gain to make
that recommendation to the full council, that a new committee would
be formed to manage the combined waterworks system and sewerage
system. VOTES: Sonnemaker, yes; Gorman, yes; Conklin, yes; Gain,
yes. Mayor Snyder declared the MOTION CARRIED.

III. HEARING OF CITIZENS

A. None of them wanted to speak.

IV. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Alderman Gain and seconded by Alderman
Sonnemaker to adjourn the meeting. VOTES: Sonnemaker, yes; Gorman,
yes; Conklin, yes; Gain, yes. Mayor Snyder declared the MOTION
CARRIED. Meeting Adjourned at 7:47p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

AL R e

Johrt Ramage - Alty Clerk

Approved: July 7, 2026, Audio WS700818



