City Council Minutes
July 7, 2026

Minutes of Regular Meeting of the City Council, at City Hall.
Petersburg, Illinois

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Snyder called the meeting to order at 7:09p.m.

II. PRELIMINARY MATTERS

A. Those present were Mayor Rick Snyder, Treasurer Melissa Riley
Aldermen Megan Loberg-Simmering, Bruce Gorman, Andrew Gain, Mike
Allison, Rick Sonnemaker. Also present were Attorney Jason Brokaw,
City Sec. Tracy Ciesler and City Clerk John Ramage. Aldermen Conklin,
was unavailable,

B. Mayor Rick Snyder led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag of the United States of America.

C. A motion was made by Alderman Gain and seconded by Alderman
Loberg-Simmering to approve the agenda. VOTES: Sonnemaker, yes;
Loberg-Simmering, yes; Gorman, yes; Gain, yes; Allison, vyes. Mayor
Snyder declared the MOTION CARRIED.

III. CITY CLERK

A. The City Clerk presented the Warrant List, the Accounts Payable,
the 6.2.26 City Council minutes, the 6.16.26 city council minutes,
and the 6.22.26 Special city council meeting minutes in an omnibus
manner. After a review, a motion was made by Alderman Gorman and
seconded by Alderman Gain to accept the Warrant List and the Accounts
Payable, along with the 6.2.26 City Council minutes, the 6.16.26
city council minutes, and the 6.22.26 Special city council meeting
minutes with an omnibus vote. VOTES: Gorman, vyes; Loberg-Simmering,
ves; Gain, yes; Allison, yes; Sonnemaker, yes. Mayor Snyder declared
the MOTION CARRIED.

IV HEARING OF CITIZENS

1. None wanted to speak.
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V. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

A. Police

l1.Police Department Monthly Report was provided by Chief Mike
Nichols. In May the department had 230 calls for assistance, on a
wide variety of matters. The new police car that broke down should
be back in service by the end of the week. The department is running
smoothly.

The sheriff’s department asked the city police department to support
them at the fairgrounds during the fair. The council agreed that
this was okay to do.

B. Fire Department

l.Fire Department Monthly Report was given by Chief Eric Hubner.
The department (PFD) had 21 calls for service in June with 7 calls
being medical in nature. Four calls of downed power lines, three
calls were for smoke detector/alarm activation, one severe weather
standby, one call to assist police, and building fire (mutual aid
Oakford) fire.

2.Ryne Shamhart for approval as a member of the department as a
probationary member. Chief Hubner brought forth the idea of having
Ryne Shamhart become a probationary member of the department. The
council gave a unanimous head-nod to this idea.

3.Discussion on newly formed Foreign Fire Tax Board. The firefighters
had a vote to establish the board to manage the money from the
Foreign Fire Insurance tax. Chris Henderson was voted to be the
chairman and can be the point of contact for the board.

Background: Insurance companies, contracted by Illinois Fire depts., that
are out of state are required to send 2% of the business back to the state,
which sends this money to fire departments. This money needs to be managed
by a seven-member board with by-laws and rules. The council, attorney
Brokaw and chief Hubner have started the process to manage this fund.

4.The new MSA Air Packs obtained from a grant are in service.

5.The department obtained a new AED courtesy of the United Fund.
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C. Street Department

l.Vote to Award Bid IRC Inc for Oiled Road Program / MFT. After a
brief discussion a motion made by Alderman Gorman seconded by
Alderman Allison to approve the bid by IRC for our Oiled Road
Program. VOTES: Loberg-Simmering, yes; Gain, yes; Allison, yes;
Sonnemaker, yes; Gorman, yes. Mayor Snyder declared the MOTION
CARRIED.

VI. OFFICERS’ REPORTS

A. Mayor

1. Establish (Vote) a new combined Water/Sewer Committee to oversee,
plan and manage large, combined water/sewer projects. The council
recognized the need to have one combined water/sewer committee to
manage large scale projects such as the proposed new sewer plant
which 1is under consideration. Neal Conklin will be the chairman,
while Bruce Gorman, Rick Sonnemaker and Water Supervisor Brad Hermes
will be the committee members. A motion made by Alderman Gorman
seconded by Alderman Allison to approve the creation of the new
combined water/sewer committee. VOTES: Loberg-Simmering, yes; Gain,
yes; Allison, yes; Sonnemaker, yes; Gorman, yes. Mayor Snyder
declared the MOTION CARRIED.

The first board meeting will be on July 13th at 7:00pm

2.Mayor Snyder gave status on a few on-going projects that the city
is working on,

l. Treasurer

l.0rdinance 2026-06 - Appropriations Ordinance.

Treasurer Riley asked for a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-06 -
Appropriations Ordinance, which represents the FYE 2027 Budget. A
motion made by Alderman Gain seconded by Alderman Gorman to approve
Ordinance 2026-06. VOTES: Allison, vyes; Sonnemaker, ves; Loberg-
Simmering, yes; Mayor Snyder, yes. Mayor Snyder declared the MOTION
CARRIED.
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VII. O0ld Business

l.Alderman Loberg-Simmering notified the city that they didn’t get
the Safe Route to Schools grant, for which she applied. However, the
application scored well, and the city should apply next time it’s
offered.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Alderman Allison and seconded by Alderman Gain
to adjourn the meeting. VOTES: Allison, yes; Sonnemaker, yes; Gorman,
yes; Loberg-Simmering, yes; Gain, yes. Mayor Snyder declared the
MOTION CARRIED. Meeting Adjourned at 7:55p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

L omzr e

1zhn Ramage
Clty Clerk
Approved: July 21, 2026, Audio WS700819




